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Cal Poly to Host Former Martin Luther King Jr. Advisor, Speechwriter on Oct. 29
SAN LUIS OBISPO — Cal Poly will host Clarence Jones, former political advisor and
speechwriter to Martin Luther King Jr., for a presentation titled “The 21st Century
Challenge of the Legacy of Martin Luther King” from 6 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 29, in
the Advanced Technologies Laboratory (Building 07).
Jones will discuss how issues that King outlined as a leader of the civil rights
movement are still relevant, including the problems of racial segregation and unfair
treatment.
Jones will reference King’s “I Have a Dream” speech and “Letter From a Birmingham
Jail” as representations of King’s philosophy of non-violence and justice.
During his career, Jones coordinated the legal defense of King and others in the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference and assisted King in planning public
demonstrations to end segregation of department stores and public accommodations
in Birmingham, Ala.
A visiting professor at the University of San Francisco, Jones is also a scholar in
residence at the Martin Luther King Jr. Research and Education Institute at Stanford
University.
Jones earned a Bachelor of Arts from Columbia University and a Juris Doctorate from
Boston University’s School of Law, and he holds several Honorary Doctorates.
The event commemorates Constitution Day, which celebrates the signing of the U.S.
Constitution.
The event is open to students, staff and faculty and is presented by the Office of
University Diversity and Inclusivity and co-sponsored by the College of Liberal
Arts. For more information, call the Office of University Diversity and Inclusivity at
805-756-2250.
Links
- Office of University Diversity and Inclusivity: http://www.diversity.calpoly.edu/
- College of Liberal Arts: http://www.cla.calpoly.edu/
About the Office of University Diversity and Inclusivity
The Office of University Diversity and Inclusivity is committed to “Making Excellence
Inclusive” by strategically working to enhance the campus climate through
embedding diversity and educational equity in all aspects of the university. The office
guides universitywide initiatives to foster inclusion and uphold the institution’s
comprehensive polytechnic mission.
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The College of Liberal Arts comprises 15 departments and two interdisciplinary
programs, offering highly selective programs in the arts, humanities, communications
and social sciences. Providing nearly a third of the university’s instruction, the college
serves as an essential component of liberal arts education for all students at Cal
Poly. The college fosters excellence within its cutting-edge disciplinary and
interdisciplinary courses while diversifying, extending and enriching the broader
polytechnic environment.
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